ia is PDF) PHfotde contains first-generation scans and/or photographs 
of original UNCLASSIFIED historical papers in the public domain stored in the Air Force 
Historical Research Agency at Maxwell AFB, Alabama. SMSgt (Ret.) Rob Rosenberger 


accessioned the enclosed document(s) into his personal collection and he donates this 


effort to the PUBLIC DOMAIN. 
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GENERAL BENJAMIN WILEY CHIDLAW, SAP fh Sj yl. 

E = : 

Benjamin Wiley Chi¢claw wos born at Cleves, [0 iB ra suburb | of hs 
‘Cincinnati, on December 18, 1900, After gradua shfrom Woodward 

High School in Cincinnati, he entered the U.S. Altes Academ 


which he was gracuatec. June 13, 1922, and -appolhted a second lieutenant 
of Air Service. From December, 1922, until Jan’ 
primary flight training at Brooks Field, Texas, and advance 
at Kelly Piold, Texas. 


General Chidlaw rez uinek at Kelly Field as a flying instructor 
until June, 1924,-when he went to the Philippine Islands for duty 
with the Third Pursuit Squadron at Clark Field. In October, 1926, 
was. assigned to Brooks Field as a flying instructor and in 1928 
was named assistant staging commander and final check pilot. In 
July, 1950, he entered the Air Corps Engineering School at Wright- 
Patterson. Fie} a, Ohio, and was graduated. in see 1931. 


‘The vollowing five years General Chidlaw was project offficer of 
the Training ané Transport Aircraft Branch, Air Corps Materiel 
Division, at Wright-Paterson Field. In early 1934, he spent three 
months. helping the Air Corps inaugurate its flying of the air meil, 

In August, 1955, he entered the Air Corps Tactical School st Maxwell 
Field, Alabama. He was graduated in June, 1936, and entered the 
Command anc General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. He 
completed the course in June, 1937, and went to Langley Field 
Virginia, to join the Second Bombardment Group. He became operations 
officer in May, 1938, and in January, 1939, was named technical 
assistant to the assistant chief of staff for materiel at General 
Headquarters Air Foree at Langley.. peg 


Following a period’ of. Sena’ duty at Wright-Patterson Field, ae 
General Chidleaw was assigned in March, 1939, in the. Supply Divisions | “Eo 
of the office of the Chief of the Aly Carns. ‘Three eeu ae 0] hie béeeame chief af" 
teepac bios ein tn that divis ton ang: in October, sO,  bhansferre - COs ue 
he Mateviel Division-as chief of Eas ad conc ta jinee el Lng astoaleg2 
.@ later trans*crreda to Air Foxee. Headquartérs Witte” ine .8ai a 









Ri need 
en:duties: a 
uring thie perlo€ monitored and dirceted the developnuént of.-the’. 
‘Pgindl jet engine and jet airplane. 
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In March, 1943, General Chidlaw was assigned to the office of } 
the Assistant Chicf of Air Staff for Materiel, Mainterance., and 
distribution, as chicf of the Matericl Division. During this time 
bp reprosentod the Army Air Forces on scvoral joint RAF-AAF technical © 
missions in London.: In April, 1944, he was assigned as deputy = 
commanding gencral of the 12th Tactical Air Command in the apa se” 
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Mediterrancan theater. Following the invasion of Southern France, 
in which the leth TAC participated, ha organized and commanded the 
MORE 
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eath Tactical Air Command which supported the Fifth Army! s drive up 
the Italian Peninsula. 


General Chidlaw,in March, 1945, assunied command of the 
Mediterrancan Allied Tactical Air Forces, composed of the American 
12th Air Forcec, the British Desert Air Force, and associated service 
elements. Upon the surrender of the Gcrman Forces in the 
Mediterrancan theater, he was assigned as deputy commanding general 
for operations of the Air Technical Service Command; (later 
redesignated Aiv Materiel (Command) at Wright-Patterson Ficld. In 
October, 1947, he was promoted to lieutenant gcneral, and was 
appointed deputy commanding general of Air Materiel Command, of 
which he became commanding general September 1, 1949, 


On July;28, 1951, General Chidlaw was appointed commanding 
general of the Air Defense Command at Ent-Air Force Base, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. 


General Chidlaw has been awarded the Distinguished Service Medal 
Legion of Merit, Air Medal, and Bronze Star Medal. His foreign 
Decorations include the French Croix de Guerre with Palm and Legion 
of Honor; the Brazilian Commander, Order of the Southern Cross, and 
Acronautical Mcdal of Merit; the Polish Cross of Valor; the British 
Commandcr, Order of the British Empire. He also wears the Anmeyican- 
Defense ribbon, American theater ribbon, European-African-Middle 
East Defcnse »ibbon with five Bronze Stars, and Victory Medals for 
both World Wars. 


He rated a command pilot and combat observer. 


He anc his wife, the former Miss Lillian Marie Braun, of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, have one son, Ben Evan Chidlaw. 


PROMOTIONS 

He was promoted to first licutcnant (permanent) April 26, 1927; 
to captain (pormanent) August 1, 19353; to major (temporary) March 1, 
1940; to major (permanent) Septcmber8, 1941; to lieutenant colonel 
(temporary) September 8,1941; to licutenent colonel (poxmanent) 
June 13, 19453; to colonel (temporary) March 1. 1942; to brigadier 
genera} (temporary) November 2, 1942; to major general (temporary) 
April 9, 19453 to lieubenant general (temporary) October 1, 1947; to 
major general (permanent) February 19, 1948, with date of rank from 
December 22, 1942, to general (temporary) October 29, 1951. 


END 
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General Benjamin W. Chidtaw, an airman.foretwePASt 32 years, now 

wears two military hats. In addition to commanding the Air Defense Command, 

with headquarters at Colorado Springs, Colorado, he also heads the newly=forme 

Continental ir Defense Command, composed of elements of 211 three Services. 
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Some of General Chidlaw's earliest flying was done in the Philippine 
Islands in the mid-1920s when he was assigned to the Third Pursuit Squadron 
at Clark Field, Ten years later he was helping the old Air Corps inaugurate 
its flying of the air mail, 


During World War 11 General Chidlaw held command responsibilities in 
the European Theater. He first was deputy commanding general of the 12th 
Tactical Lir Command in the licditerranean Theater, in spring 19h. Following 
the invasion of Southern France, in which 12th TAC participated, he organized 
and commanded the 22nd Tactical sir Command -shich supported the Fifth Army's 
drive up the Italian Peninsula, Tn March 19:5 he assumed command of the 
Nediterranean Allied Tactical Air Forces, compcsed of the American 12th Air 
Forec, the British Desert Air Force and other elements, 2 position he held 
on the surrender of the German forces in the Mediterranean Theater. 


General Chidlaw has been decorated by the British, French and Polish 
governments, as well as his own country, for service in the war. 


General Chidlaw has been in the Air Force since 1922 when he was graduatec 
from the U. S. Military Academy and appointed a second lieutenant of Air 
Service. He took flight training at fields in Texas, and subsequently held 
many assignments in tactical and materiel commands. He has headed Air Defense 
Command since July 1951. 


General Chidlaw is 53 years old, and a native of Cleves, Ohio, a suburb 
of Cincinnati, He and Mrs. Chidlaw have one son, 


END 
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